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Dear Sonntag Parents, 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your family doing well, enjoying these last few weeks of summer vacation.  I definitely miss 

seeing all of my Sonntag kiddos and families.  I cannot wait to hear about all the great summer vacation memories when 

school starts back up on August 22, 2016.  The Acosta family did not take any road trips this year, so no crazy stories about 

cars breaking down, meltdowns, or just plan silliness.  We actually had family come in and out most of the break, so our 

routine was 100% off, but in a fun way. I have to say it was nice not having to worry about traveling and rushing around.  As a 

family, we needed a “chill out” summer break.  Now that we are back in the swing of things, the boys are constantly fighting 

me on staying up late, because in their mind, it is still summer.  Knowing both my boys, if they do not get on a routine now, it 

will be very painful come August 22nd.  Somehow, they think they know more than David or I, and insist sleep isn’t 

necessary.  The hardest thing as a mom right now is the boys getting older and figuring out all my tricks.  It was great when 

they couldn’t tell time and the statement, “in five more minutes” would carry me through an hour.  Oh, well, I am excited for 

them to start this year in 2nd and 3rd grade and know they are in excellent hands with the Sonntag staff. 

 

As we move into year seven, we are continuously committed to holding tight to our school mission: 

“At Sonntag Elementary we are committed knowing and responding to the name and need of each individual.”   

As a Sonntag community we do this by…. 

 Building solid relationships and partnering with all stakeholders. 

 Focusing on the whole child. 

 Customizing the learning environment where all learners make progress. 

 Modeling a growth mindset. 

 Working together for all students.  

 

With every year, there comes a few changes in staff, as members of our Sonntag family embark on new adventures.  Ms. 

Venier, Ms. Moore, Ms. H. Gordon, Ms. Ellis, Ms. Seagrave, and Ms. Setliff are staying at home with their families and we 

wish them the best as they begin this new chapter of their lives.  Ms. Abowd moved to Austin, where her husband took on a 

new position.  She promised she will be staying in touch.  Lastly, we said goodbye to Mrs. M. Rogers, who retired after 27 

years of teaching.  We are happy to welcome some new faces to our Sonntag family and are ecstatic to have them as a part of 

the Sonntag Instructional Team!   

 

For me, I like to have everything put in my calendar ahead of time, so I wanted to take a minute to give you as much 

information in advance to help with planning.  My husband always jokes with people and tells them he needs to check his 

calendar, meaning me, when they ask about dates.  Below are some reminders parents need to know prior to the first day of 

school (August 22nd).  I apologize for the information overload, but I want to ensure everyone is aware of what is going on 

since school will be starting so quickly.  I do need your help though; this letter, like last year’s welcome letter, will be sent 

electronically, so I ask that you please help me in referring parents to our school website if they are needing information. This 

welcome letter will also be housed on our website, along with our arrival/dismissal procedures, and up to date information, 

including 2016-2017 calendar dates.  Thank you so much for your help.   

Website: http://schools.friscoisd.org/ES/sonntag/site/home 

 
Sonntag Summer Office Hours  
The office will be open beginning Monday, August 1st from 8:00 am—4:30 pm for parents to come up and enroll, register, or 

drop off necessary paperwork.  We will have extended hours on Tuesday, August 9th till 6:00 pm to accommodate our parents 

who may not be able to get here during the day.  If your child is not returning to Sonntag, or you need snap code information, 

please e-mail us at Sonntag@friscoisd.org.  

 

 

 
 

 Laura Del Hierro                    Shannon Acosta             Ana Travis   

 Assistant Principal                                                        Principal                                                                        Counselor 



Registration & Enrollment Begins Monday, August 1st   
For new students coming to Sonntag, please refer to the district website for specific information you will need to register your 

child at http://www.friscoisd.org/ly/parentsStudents/EnrollmentRegistration.htm. 

  

For returning students, please make sure you bring up, e-mail, drop off in our outside mailbox (sealed envelope with your 

child’s name and grade level), or fax (469-633-3860), a copy of your most current utility bill and if necessary, up to date 

immunization records. We need these pieces of documentation in order to place your child on a class list.  Infosnap was sent 

out in May, before school ended. If you have multiple children, you would have received a separate e-mail for each child.  It is 

imperative that families take the time to update all the information in Infosnap and ensure it is accurate.  This includes current 

e-mail addresses, health related information, and emergency contacts, as all of this information is rolled into another system 

that we heavily depend on to communicate and retrieve pertinent information.  If you do not have your child’s Infosnap code, 

please e-mail us at Sonntag@friscoisd.org so we can assist you.  If you have moved over the summer and your child will not 

be returning to Sonntag, please let us know by e-mailing us. 

 

Arrival & Dismissal    
Attached to this e-mail I have included our arrival and dismissal layout.  Please take time to look this over and do not hesitate 

to ask questions when you come to Meet the Teacher Night on Friday, August 19th.  The major change this year is the time 

school starts and finishes.  School will start at 7:45 am.  Students arriving after this time will be considered tardy.  School will 

dismiss at 2:55 pm.  Beginning at 7:30 am, there will be staff assigned to the North side of the building to assist students 

getting out of their cars.  The front drive will be open for morning arrival only, as the front drive is reserved for FISD and 

daycare buses only.  Breakfast will still be available to our students starting at 7:15 am and students will go directly to their 

classrooms beginning at 7:30 am.  This allows teachers to maximize our learning day, which starts promptly at 7:45 am, as 

well as gives students the opportunity to get situated before the school day officially begins.  Please make sure your child is 

here on time so they are not overwhelmed with a rushed start to their day.  Students who arrive prior to 7:30 am will report to 

the café where staff members are assigned to supervise students before escorting them to their pod areas.  There are no 

changes to the dismissal schedule.  We ask that you are patient the first week or so at dismissal as new families are becoming 

accustomed to our traffic flow.  Thank you for driving cautiously during these times. 
 

Meet the Teacher Night, Friday, August 19th     

Kindergarten Orientation  (Sonntag Café—enter through café doors) 

 4:00 pm –4:30 pm  Brief overview of Sonntag from Ms. Acosta, principal.  Parents, please be prepared 

 (Kinder only)  to allow your child to go with a Sonntag staff member from 4:00 pm—5:00 pm. I  

    promise we will take great care of them and return them safe and happy!  I know as  

    a mom, I would want to know this in advance so I can prepare both my child and  

    myself. 

 

 4:30 pm –5:00 pm   Kinder parents will go to their child’s classroom and hear the “ins and outs” from 

 (Kinder only)  their child’s  teacher. Please bring your child’s school supplies with you as well. 

 

 5:00 pm-5:30 pm Kindergarten students reunite with their parents and enjoy meeting their teacher.  

 (Kinder only)  Have those cameras ready to catch these memorable moments!     

  

 5:30-6:30 pm  Meet the Teacher night for 1st-5th grade students.  The main front doors of the school 

 (1st-5th)  will open at 5:30 pm.  There will be staff members in the hallways to assist you.  Please 

    bring your supplies this night.  If you have pre-ordered supplies, they will be in your child’s 

    classroom.  The spirit shop and PTA membership will be open this night as well!  Thank 

    you for being an involved parent at Sonntag. 

 

Personalized E-mail From Your Child’s Teacher 

Every teacher at Sonntag is amazing and we know you and your child(ren) are anxious to learn who their teacher will be this 

year.  Your child’s teacher will personally email you to let you know the exciting news and to welcome your child to their 

classroom.  You should expect the email from your child’s teacher on Thursday afternoon (8/18) between the hours of 1:30 

p.m. and 4 p.m.  The teacher will remind you about bringing supplies on Meet the Teacher Night, and we will all look forward 

to greeting you and your child at that time.  In case the email is not received within the time period noted, you may contact the 

school office, or the information will be available when you arrive for the Meet the Teacher Night.  If changes have been made 

with your email address since completing the online enrollment process, please contact the campus data clerk, Mrs. Hares via e

-mail at haresk@friscoisd.org  to update.  

 



First Day of School, Monday, August 22nd    
All students will need to be in their classrooms by 7:45 am.  Students can begin arriving at 7:30 am.  PTA will be hosting a 

Tears and Cheers Breakfast for all Kindergarten parents in the library to celebrate your child’s first day beginning at 7:45 am.  

Parent are welcome on the first day of school to walk their child to their classroom.  On the second day of school, children will 

go to the café if arriving before 7:30 am, where Sonntag staff will be there to supervise and at 7:30 am, be dismissed to their 

classrooms.  I promise your child will get to their classrooms safely and we have staff members stationed throughout the 

school to assist our students in locating their classrooms; especially our precious Kindergarten kiddos and new students.  I 

know as a parent it is difficult to leave your child in the hands of another person, especially if they are tearful, and some will 

be.  I promise we will get them to where they need to be and provide them that extra TLC they may need that first week of 

school.  If you need a hug as well, we can definitely do that for you.   

 

Volunteering & Checking In   
Please remember that you are required every year to go on and fill out the background check in order to volunteer, come up to 

school, and go on field trips.  I would highly recommend going to the district website and getting this done now, rather than 

waiting (https://forms.friscoisd.org/backgroundcheck/). Thank you in advance for always having your driver’s license 

available every time you come into our building, whether to volunteer, eat lunch with your child, or drop something off to the 

nurse.  You will need your license to check in at the front office and get a visitor’s pass. This is done district wide and I thank 

you again in advance for your patience and understanding as we make every effort to keep our students safe.  Our receptionist, 

Ms. Jacobs will be happy to assist you if it is your first time coming into Sonntag and you are not in the Raptor system.  Please 

do not be offended if she asks for your driver’s license as it is part of the procedures in place for visiting campuses.  Safety 

first! 
 

PTA 

We are excited that our Sonntag PTA has been hard at work getting ready for another exciting year.  There will be plenty of 

opportunities for parents to get involved and we hope that you do.  Please check out the new PTA website at http://sonntag.my-

pta.org/index.asp?PageID=0 for more information on upcoming events.  On Meet the Teacher Night, PTA membership and 

spirit wear will be available.  Also, Kona Snow Cone truck will be out front for those who would like to purchase a snow cone.  

I know I would need this information prior to my two boys seeing the truck; well really my husband will need to know this to 

be prepared. 

 

Weekly Principal E-mail 
I send out a weekly email to parents on Friday afternoons that recaps the week and upcoming events.  You will receive the e-

mail from the school messenger system.  Through the system, it only sends the e-mail to the primary contact’s e-mail address.  

If you need to add/change an e-mail, please let us know at Sonntag@friscoisd.org.   

 

Curriculum Night, Thursday, September 1st    

Sonntag will continue with an Interactive Curriculum Night, so parents can learn the strategies and philosophy of how their 

child is learning.  With the structure of this night, we are focusing on parent education of the curriculum and ask that you make 

other arrangements for your child/children. Thank you so much for being an active participant in your child’s education and 

marking this fantastic date on your calendar.  For our 5th grade parents, this will also incorporate an informational meeting on 

Pine Cove, which is scheduled for September 28th-30th.  Times will be announced shortly.   

 

No School, Monday, September 5th    
Labor Day 

 

I hope you are not overwhelmed with all of this information, but the good news is you can reread if necessary.  Personally, 

when I get this amount of information, I have to print it out and highlight what I really need to know, and what I need to tell 

my husband.  I am so excited to give lots of hugs in the near future as I have truly missed our “Lil Coyotes” and cannot wait to 

welcome in our new ones.  

 

         

Sincerely,  

Shannon Acosta, Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sonntag.my-pta.org/index.asp?PageID=0
http://sonntag.my-pta.org/index.asp?PageID=0

