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Let me introduce to you…

Who we are:
The Princeton Review helps students at 

every stage of their educational 

careers. 

Classroom courses in 41 states and 21 

countries.

Test Prep, Private Tutoring & College 

Counseling all in-person or online.  

We provide PSAT, SAT, New SAT, SAT 

subject tests, ACT, AP subject, GMAT, 

GRE, LSAT, MCAT & DAT preparation.

We publish a series of test preparation 

books, including the best-selling 

Cracking the SAT, Best 380 Colleges, & 

If the U Fits



Activity Time!

Let me ask you a question
How many students/parents would you say 

have some anxiety about getting in to 

college?

96% of respondents to our 

College Hopes and Worries 

Survey stated they find college 
admissions stressful.



The Mantra

Fact #1:  It’s never 

been easier to get in 

to college than it is 

now

Fact #2:  It’s never 

been harder to get 

in to college than it 

is now.
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Dream School 

Exercise
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Think of two schools your students 
are applying to or where they 
dream of being admitted. 



Exercise

Two schools….anywhere….think! 

Time’s Up!



Dream Schools

What’s our problem?

Everyone is in love with the same schools!

The point of this exercise is to show that it’s 

never been easier to get into college than it is now 

because there are thousands of colleges out 

there.  

But it’s never been more difficult to get into 

college because we are all applying to the same 

30 schools.

8



Dream Schools

So why did we choose the schools on our 

lists?

Because the school has an excellent reputation?

Because a family member or guidance counselor 

turned students on to the school?

Because it is a state school and tuition is lower than 

at a private school?

Because it has a specific academic program that 

other schools don’t offer?

Because of the location?

Because of the Athletic Programs?? 
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Your dream college?



The college with the best reputation

The most affordable college

The college that best positions me toward my career of choice

The college with the most influential and well-placed alumni association

The college that is the best overall fit for me

Choosing your college



Understanding Selectivity
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Real Keys to selectivity:

-Rate of acceptance

-Average SAT/ACT scores

-Good Reputation

Harvard, Princeton, Yale, Duke, 

Stanford, Cal Tech, MIT, Northwestern

U. of  Chicago, Rice, Notre Dame, 

Vanderbilt, Georgetown, Tufts, UVA

Tulane, UCLA, Lehigh, Boston U., 

Wisconsin, UNC – Chapel Hill, 

Brandeis

UT – Austin, Minnesota, U. of  Florida, 

Pepperdine, Maryland, Southern 

Methodist

Hofstra, Arizona State, College Station, 

Auburn, LSU

Local colleges that serve a 

commuter population

Super Selective 7% or less

Highly Selective 10-15%

Very Selective 15-20%

Selective 25%

Somewhat Selective

Unselective



Understanding Selectivity

Let’s try to think like an admissions rep.

The Facts:

Small Liberal Arts College

500 seats available

Beautiful campus

Noteworthy alumni

The Problem:  3000 applications received

How do we choose 500 from 3000?

Or Large/public school. 2000 seats & 30,000 

applications??? 
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Understanding Selectivity

We look at the student’s entire application, with 
emphasis on the two most important parts:  high 
school transcript and standardized test scores.

HS Transcripts - reveals all the academic work that students 
completed from freshman year to senior year; answers the 
question, “Have you consistently challenged yourself 
academically?” Have you taken regular courses? Honors classes? 
AP classes?  GPA is critical.  Focus should be on GPA and getting 
good grades!

Standardized Test Scores - The SAT / ACT are necessary 
evils in the eyes of most admissions counselors. It’s important for 
you to understand why those test scores are such a useful tool to 
so many admissions counselors. 
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Weight of Selectivity 

How much weight is given to each 
component?

Large and Public 
Colleges

GPA

SAT/ACT

Personal

Small and Private 
Colleges

GPA

SAT/ACT

Personal



Contributions to Selectivity

Academic

GPA/Class Rank

Class Selection

Test Scores

Personal

Extracurricular Activities

Essays

Letters of 

Recommendations

Interviews

Characteristics from 

Personal Elements

Goals

Program of Study

Extracurricular interests

Athletics

Musical/Artistic ability

State of residence

Achievements/Honors

Employment

Legacy
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Finding the Best Fit College

How can the #1 school be the best 

school for everyone?

A New Approach
Step 1:  Collect a long list of schools. 

Step 2:  Try our college search at princetonreview.com/collegesearch. 

Step 3:  Know the academic credentials. 

Step 4: Eliminate any schools that do not meet the basic needs.  

Tip- Aim for 8-10 schools (reach, target, likely/safety)
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Finding the Best Fit College

Take your time, think about what you 

want out of a school and do your 

homework.

You’re not in this alone! Ask Questions

Find a friend in the Admissions Office! 

A school that fits, means a better 

experience and a better future.
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The Resources

The Road to College

Best 380 Colleges

PrincetonReview.com

CollegeBoard.com

FastWeb.com

CollegeForAllTexans.com

College & University websites

US News reports or Washington Monthly or Forbes

http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/



How we do it…

We provide a variety of comprehensive prep solutions. 

Private at-home tutoring (one-on-one, small groups)

Live classes

Online classes

Books and software

Not sure what will be best for your child?

Schedule your FREE in-person consultation
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The Princeton Review & FISD

Ultimate Course
Most Comprehensive 
30 hours of instruction, 4 proctored practice tests, manual, online 
student portal, small class size, 200 point guarantee SAT/ 3 point 
guarantee ACT
Tuition- $1,099 – Frisco ISD students pay $800

Fundamentals Course
Seniors/those with some prep done

18 hours of instruction, 3 proctored practice tests, manual online 
student portal, small class size, satisfaction guaranteed
Tuition- $699- FISD students pay $500

Live online classes and private tutoring 

NEW SAT Prep beginning Jan. 16, 2016 
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Q & A
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