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PSAT 
Scores…
Now What?

Welcome

Our Contact Information:
Mika Rogers   

MikaR@review.com 
MikaL@rcom

Some other things to note:
www.PrincetonReview.com

www.Collegeboard.com

www.NationalMerit.org

www.ACT.org
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• Why we take the PSAT

• The PSAT Score Report

• The National Merit Scholarship Program

• Tricks of the Trade

• Admissions Timeline

• Overview of Admissions Tests

• Test Prep Options

Topics for TodayToday

Why do we take the PSAT?

What does PSAT stand for?

Why Do We Take the PSAT?PSAT?
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What does this mean?
• A practice test before the SAT

• Qualifying exam for National Merit 

Scholarships

Preliminary SATSAT

Taking the PSAT is a great way to 
jumpstart your college admissions 
planning.

• You’ll get an idea of how standardized tests work

• See how you perform in a high-pressure testing 
situation

• Most importantly, you’ll get SCORES to give you 
a starting point

Making a PlanPlan
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The PSAT Score Report

Your overall scores are found at the top of the Score 
Report. You should see three numbers, all between 20 

and 80.

Score Report

The PSAT is based on a scale of 20-80
You will have 3 scores, one for

Critical Reading, one for Mathematics, 
and one for Writing Skills

Your Overall Score

Add each score above to get your overall PSAT 
score:

50 + 52 + 44 = 146

Score
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Selection  Index

Your total score = Selection Index.

You can find your Selection Index on your College Board Score 
Report

Highest = 240

Lowest = 60

Selection

Raw Scores

Raw Score = How Many Questions

You Got Right

» Reading: 48 questions

» Math: 38 Questions

» Writing: 29 questions

» TOTAL: 125 questions

Scores
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Guessing Penalty

Guessing Penalty

Get It Right: +1 Raw Point

Leave It Blank: +0 Raw Points

Get It Wrong: - 1/4 Raw Point

Your Final Score

1.  College Board takes your Raw Score  
from each section.

2.  They plug it into a crazy algorithm 
(which is different for each test date).

3.  You get a “Scaled” Score from 20-80 
for each section, and 60-240 Overall.

Score
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Ranges

These are the ranges in which you scored.  Scores within your 
range are considered “equal” statistically.

Score range is what CB predicts you 
would score if you took the PSAT

over again but didn’t really learn any
additional skill

Percentiles

The Percentiles allow you to compare your score with all the 
other students that took the PSAT. 

These are your percentiles – where 
your scores stand against other

students in your class year
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Reviewing Your Answers

Question – The question number in the 

exam/section.

Correct Answer – The correct answer for 

this question.

Your Answer – The answer choice you filled 

in on the test.

Difficulty – rated Easy, Medium or Hard and 

pertains to the level of difficulty of each 

question.

Answers

“Your Answer” section gives you a lot of 
information about what you answered on

every question in every section.  Take
time to look back over how you answered each
question.  Did you do better at certain types of 

problems than others?  Did you leave questions 
blank or did you guess?

Math Pacing

• Even though the questions have 
different levels of difficulty, they are all 
worth the same amount of points.

• So, if easy questions have the same 
point value as hard ones – which type 
of question would you want to spend 
the most time on?

THE EASY ONES!

Pacing
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Math Pacing

Question #1 Question #20

Easy Hard

Math Tips:

• It’s all about the pacing.  Getting the easy ones 
= more raw points = high overall Math Score.

• SLOW DOWN and SCORE MORE!

Pacing

Writing Pacing

Writing Section Order of Difficulty Structure

• 1.  Improving Sentences (20 questions) - from Easy to 

Hard

• 2.  Error IDs (14 questions) – from Easy to Hard

• 3.  Improving Paragraphs (5 questions) – all Easy or 

Medium

Writing Tips:

• Know when the Order of Difficulty “re-sets.”

• Consider doing the Improving Paragraphs ?s first.

Pacing
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Reading Pacing

For Critical Reading, you have to rely on  
your own Personal Order of Difficulty.

• Reading Tips:

• Spend your time on the answers that you CAN 
answer.

• Consider omitting questions to save time.

• Improve your vocabulary!

Pacing

Improve  Your SkillsImprove

The “Your Skills” section gives you pointers on areas where 

you can improve your scores. If you don’t learn additional 

skills, you may never break out of your scoring range. The 

skills tested on the PSAT will also be tested on the SAT.
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National Merit Scholarships

True or False:

Only juniors are eligible for recognition by NMSC.

TRUE!

Sophomores are not considered for national merit recognition until 
their junior year.

Scholarships

National Merit Scholarships

True or False:

All National Merit Semi-Finalists and Finalists get college 
scholarships.

FALSE!

Fewer than 1% of students who take the test will receive any 
money from NMSC.

Scholarships
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National Merit Scholarships

True or False:

If you get recognized by NMSC, you won’t have to worry about paying 
for college.

FALSE!

Of those scholarships handed out to fewer than 1% of students 
who took the test, none are worth more than $2500.

Scholarships

National Merit Scholarships

NMSC will contact your school if you’ve 
been chosen for recognition.

For more information, check out 
www.nationalmerit.org.

Scholarships
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Admissions  Timeline

•Choose your courses wisely!

• Prep for first PSAT in freshman or sophomore              

year

Admissions

Admissions  Timeline

• Your HS Transcript is your #1 priority!

• Extracurricular Activities: quality over quantity

• Prep for and take your first PSAT

• Consider SAT Subject Tests

Admissions
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Admissions Timeline

College Research

• 1-2 “Safety” Schools

• A Handful of “Target” 
Schools

• 1-2 “Reach” Schools

Use FREE online 
tools at 
princetonreview.com 
to get started!

Admissions

Admissions Timeline

Make a Testing Plan

• SAT or ACT? 

• When will you take 
your first test?

• How long will you 
need to prep?

• When during the year 
are you going to have 
time to prep?

Make sure to leave 
enough time to re-
take the test at least 
once!

Admissions
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Admissions Timeline

College Visits

• Take a tour

• Talk with actual 
students

• Try it out: eat in the 
school cafeteria!

Be a savvy college 
shopper – this 
campus may be 
where you spend 
the next four years 
of your life!

Admissions

Admissions Timeline

• Start looking at applications

• Think about recommendations, essays, and resumes

• Start hunting for scholarships

• If You’re Sure: Early Decision and/or Early Action

Admissions
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Admissions Timeline

• Retake the SAT or ACT if necessary

• Fill out those applications early!

• Apply for Financial Aid as early as January 1st!

Admissions

Admissions Tests

No Yes Yes Sometimes

2.5 hours
3 hours, 45 

minutes without

breaks

3 hours, 25 

minutes for 

Essay
1 hour

Math (2 ),Reading (2) 

Writing (1)

Math (3), Reading (3), 

Writing (3), 

Experimental (1)

English (1), Math (1), 
Reading (1), Science 
(1), Optional Essay 
(1)

By subject

No Yes Yes Yes

20-80 each section, 60-
240 overall, +1 right, +0 

blank, -1/4 wrong

200-800 each section,   
600-2400 overall,+1right, 

+0 blank, -1/4 wrong

1-36 is average of 
scores from all parts of 

test, no guessing penalty

200-800, +1 

right, +0 blank,  

-1/4 wrong

Admissions
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Score Comparison

Use the comparison chart 
to guesstimate what you 
would get on the SAT and 
ACT without any further 
prep.

Score

SAT vs. ACT – which one is for you ?

SAT vs. ACT

Pick the one that is best for YOU!

How We Can Help

Take our FREE Princeton Review Assessment 
(PRA)

www.princetonreview.com

you
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Test Prep Options

The Bottom Line:  You Gotta Prep!

•Classroom Courses

•Small Group Instruction

•Private Tutoring

•Online Courses

Options

Conclusion

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR 
ADMISSIONS PROCESS!


