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What is AP? 

Advanced Placement, or AP, courses provide college level classes to high school students.  The rigorous 

curriculum and course standards are set by The College Board.  Students have the option of taking an AP 

exam in May in order to earn college credit.  The exams are graded on a 1-5 scale.  Most colleges award 

college credit(s) based on the score achieved on the AP exam.  Typically, a 3 or higher will earn college 

credit.   

What is Pre-AP? 

Pre-AP courses prepare students for AP course work, as well as college level course work.  They are 

designed to challenge middle and high school students while engaging them in active high-level learning, 

thereby ensuring the development of skills, habits of mind, and concepts needed to succeed in college 

and in their careers. 

Any student can take these courses, however, students need to find a balance between the amount of 

time they have available and how many Pre-AP classes they want to take.  Once a student sits in a Pre-

AP-AP course, they are committed to completing the first six weeks at the Pre-AP level.  If a student 

earns below a 70% in the Pre-AP course at the first six week marking period, the student will be placed 

on probation and a discussion will be held with the teacher and parent to decide if the student would be 

better suited in an on-level course.   

How do I know if my child should take a Pre-AP or AP class? 

Our first suggestion is to have a discussion with your child about his/her interest level in the subject and 

willingness to commit to the time and effort required to successfully take a Pre-AP class.   Take into 

consideration your child’s schedule outside of school and ability to dedicate extra time for studying. 

Additionally, look at his/her standardized test scores (STAAR, COGAT, etc.) to see if he/she is scoring in 

the upper range. All of these factors typically play into how successful a student will be in a pre-AP class.  

All high school level classes (pre-AP Algebra I, Pre-AP Geometry, Spanish I, Health) taken in middle 

school will be weighted towards the child’s high school grade point average and reflected on their high 

school transcript.  Students taking Pre-AP Algebra 1 or Pre-AP Geometry in middle school should plan on 

taking a total of 5 or 6  years of high school level math prior to graduation (5th or 6th year can either be 

AP Calculus or AP Statistics).  The STAAR EOC (End of Course) exam will be administered to all students 

in Pre-AP Algebra 1 and Pre-AP Geometry. 

 

Middle School Pre-AP Options 

6th Grade: Pre-AP Integrated Language Arts, Pre-AP Math 

7th Grade: Pre-AP Integrated Language Arts, Pre-AP Math, Pre-AP Science 

8th Grade: Pre-AP ILA, Pre-AP Math, Pre-AP Algebra 1, Pre-AP Geometry, Pre-AP Science 
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Listed below are a few examples of an On-Level and Pre-Ap 

comparison in ILA, Science and Math 
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Listed below is an example of a Secondary Math Pathway 
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Additional Advancement Options for High School 

FISD summer school offers several courses for advancement which gives the students the ability to take additional 

elective courses throughout high school.  Credit By Exams (CBEs) and Correspondence Courses are also options or 

advancement.  Beware of getting too far ahead of the game.  Colleges want to see mature students who have fully 

completed 4 years of high school (including a course in each of the 4 core areas of English, math, science, and 

social studies during their senior year).  Those interested in taking Pre AP Geometry at the middle school level 

must pass a 6th grade math CBE with 80% between 5th and 6th grade.   FISD also offers senior level Dual Credit 

courses through Collin College (English IV, Government/Economics, College Algebra- does not count toward state 

math requirements).  These courses are recommended for on-level students who want to challenge themselves 

but aren’t inclined to take AP courses. 

High School Overview 

A student needs 26 credits in order to graduate.  A half-credit is earned each semester for each class passed with a 

70 or above average.   

 

 

Rank in class, honor graduate status, valedictorian and salutatorian determination shall be based on a weighted 

grade point average (GPA) system.   Grades will be weighted according to the level of the course.  Rank and GPA 

will be awarded each year in September and January.   Class Rank and GPA are used to determine if you are in the 

Top 10% of your class.  Students who are in the top 10% of their class are automatically accepted into Texas public 

colleges.  (UT is now top 7%) 


